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Learning is one of life’s simple pleasures 
Tim Prescott 

One of the simplest of life’s pleasures is learning.  It doesn’t have to cost a lot or happen far from 
home.  Anyone who has watched kids gather and assimilate new knowledge has seen the wonder 
of learning.  The beauty of learning is that you can do it your whole life.  Even better, others can 
benefit from what you discover.  

At the West Virginia Botanic Garden we’ve taken these thoughts to heart.  Some of the greatest 
fun we have is during our educational walks.  We invite local experts in fields like mycology, 
ornithology and wetlands ecology to share their knowledge.  We invite friends and family to join 
us for a stroll through the West Virginia Botanic Garden.  In the process we engage in the “give 
and take” of learning.  It’s a beautiful thing! 

You’ll find this year’s WVBG walk schedule on page 3.  We began the season at 7:30 AM on 
Saturday April 11 with a bird walk led by Hillar Klandorf.  Hillar can identify birds by sight and 
sound and is always ready to answer questions.  Among other popular sessions are the two 
mushroom walks led by Bob Burrell and Dan Panaccione.  Kids will have fun learning by 
searching for crawling things with the Andersons in May, exploring the Garden with Kristy 
Clark in June and constructing fairy houses in October.  The season closes with a Winter Botany 
walk led by George Longenecker.  

 
There’s something for everyone at the West Virginia Botanic Garden.  Please join us for our 
educational walks program.  Learning is another way you can “Come Grow With Us”! 
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 Sustainability 1 
Musings of  

George Longenecker 
Executive Director 

 
“Sustainability” is a common buzzword 
these days, but the concept has been a 
thought in the minds of those developing 
the WVBG since the very beginning.  The 
WVBG mission statement does not use 
the word; however, it includes the phrases 
“in harmony with nature” and 
“appropriate to the region”.  Our desire is 
to display plants that fit the climate and 
soils of the region in habitats within their 
tolerance ranges.  This does not exclude 
non-native species.  It means that 
whatever is planted needs to be tolerant of 
the conditions and should not escape to 
become a nuisance elsewhere.  Plants are 
expected to reproduce.  That is what they 
are all about.  But if they take over natural 
habitats, that is a matter of concern.  We 
are developing lists of plants we would 
like to display as well as those we know 
we want to avoid because they can cause 
problems.  

Along the same line there is a need to 
create built environments that are 
sustainable. The word “sustainability” 
infers long-term considerations.  
Sustainability requires looking beyond 
immediate costs to the long-range costs, 
whether they are related to plants in a 

flower bed or materials in a building.  Every item needs to be considered.  What are its impacts 
on its surroundings?  What is its life expectancy?  How easy is it to maintain?  When it needs to 
be replaced, what will be the costs of removing it?  What hazards are involved?  Can it be 
recycled?  For a garden to be sustainable many things need to be considered.   

The Board of Directors is grappling with these issues.  Sustainability is doing things right the 
first time.  We hope to achieve this goal! 

http://www.wvbg.org/
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Participate in our new and varied nature walks program  

The West Virginia Botanic Garden, in harmony with nature, seeks to enhance the quality of life through 
public enjoyment and education involving inspirational landscapes and displays of a rich variety of 
ornamental plants appropriate to the region. (Mission statement of the WVBG) 

“…in harmony with nature…” is the central theme of our 2009 walks program.  We take our educational 
role seriously and have enlisted the aid of experienced individuals to enhance our understanding of the 
marvels of nature that exist in our 82 acres of gardens, meadows and forests.  As may be noted on the 
schedule below, we are hosting some of our walks on Sundays so there will be no conflict with WVU 
football games or other Saturday activities.  We will repeat many of your favorites such as the mushroom, 
wildflowers, fall color, mosses & ferns and butterfly walks -  to name a few. 

We have many options for the kids.  Children are particularly fond of the amphibian walk led by Jim and 
Ann Anderson of WVU.  Another excellent children’s program titled “Views of the Garden for Kids,” is 
led by Kristy Clark.  This year the fairies of our forest have complained that they do not have adequate 
shelter so we have found a perfect place in the woods to build them houses.  In October we will have a 
building blitz to house the wood fairies!  Check our web site (www.wvbg.org) to see a typical fairy house. 

Mark your calendars; get your walking shoes ready; and join us for some great experiences in the beauty 
of our fields and forests!!! 

2009 Walk Program Schedule  
 

All walks begin at 9:00 a.m. Saturdays and 2:00 p.m. Sundays unless otherwise noted. 

Date   Event Walk leader 
April 11      7:30 a.m.   Bird Walk Hillar Klandorf  
May 2         6:30 p.m.    Wetlands/Amphibians Jim & Ann Anderson 
May 16 *Pruning Workshop * George Longenecker             
June 7    Views of the Garden for Kids Kristy Clark 
July 11   Summer Mushrooms Bob Burrell 
July 18  Forest Understory Plants Ken Carvell                                  
August 1            2:00 p.m.    Butterfly Walk Jim Amrine  
August 29 Summer Wildflowers Ellen Hrabovsky 
September 19   Fall Mushrooms Dan Panaccione 
October 3   Mosses, Ferns, Lichens    Sue Studlar 
October 11 Fairy House Construction      Ellen Hrabovsky, Brad Bearce,   
  Linda Bagby 
October 18 Fall Color Jon Weems  
November 8 Soils of the WVBG Jim Thompson 
December 5   Winter Botany George Longenecker   
*   Because attendance at this free Pruning Workshop is limited to 20, registration is required.  Preference will be 
given to current Botanic Garden members until May 1st.  Non-members may request to be on a waiting list after that 
date.  Register by emailing george@wvbg.org or by writing to the WVBG, PMB #121, 714 Venture Drive, 
Morgantown, WV 26508.  All registrants will be notified in the order received and confirmed by email or telephone 
by May 8th.  The workshop’s exact location will be provided with registration confirmation. 
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According to Webster, haw is the fruit of the hawthorn.  Add thorn, and we have a word that 
aptly describes this plant.  Although dangerous to approach because of its long sharp thorns, 
Green Hawthorn is a beautiful small tree for all seasons with its abundant white flowers in April 
to mid-May.  The blooms are white, 5-petaled and ¾ inch in diameter with pale yellow or rarely 
pink anthers on about 20 stamens and 2-5 styles, appearing at the same time as or just before the 
leaves unfold.  The numerous flowers are borne in terminal compound glabrous corymbs (flat-
topped, indeterminate inflorescence with outer flowers opening first).   

  

(From http://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/showimage/5774-6)     Photo by Ellen Hrabovsky 
Clusters of white flowers appear in the photo on the left.  To the right is the 

hawthorn’s typical long, pointed thorn accompanying a cluster of flowers.  Below is the 
standard hawthorn fruit.  Also note the wedge-shaped, multi-toothed and slightly lobed 
leaves. 

The tree’s bright red fruit persists from September well into winter, and its dark green foliage 
turns shades of purple and scarlet (4) in fall.  The fruit -- 1/4 to 1/3 inch in diameter with color 
developing in September to October -- provides nourishment for birds, although only a few birds 
like Crataegus fruit and seeds.  This may explain why 
the hawthorn’s fruit remains on the trees so long in the 
winter.   A nice specimen tree with plenty of fruit 
attached was visible on Feb. 3, 2009, in front of the 
AT&T store at 1111 Van Voorhis Road, Morgantown, 
WV.    

Green Hawthorn, native from Maryland and Virginia 
to Illinois, Iowa, Texas and Florida, was brought into 
cultivation in 1827.  It may be found in low alluvial or 
swampy woods along streams (1).  This hawthorn is 
hardy from Zones 4 to 7.        

The Green Hawthorn tree is oval in shape with dense, wide-spreading branches reaching 20-35 
feet in height and width (1, 2, and 3).  The national champion is 40 by 45 feet in Marlinton, WV!  

Green Hawthorn (Crataegus viridis) blooms in spring 
Brad Bearce                                                                                    
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It is sparsely thorny to nearly thorn-less with thorn length from 1- ¼ to 1- ¾ inches.  The bark is 
thin, scaly and pale gray over an orange-red inner bark, which adds to its winter interest.  The 
variably shaped leaves are alternate, mostly oblong-elliptic or rhombic (somewhat diamond-
shaped) or ovate at the ends of the shoots and are usually more or less lobed. 

 
This excellent small tree is easy to grow but prefers 

moist, fertile soil and full sun.  It tolerates pruning so it can 
be kept in bounds by removing out of bounds shoots to an 
outward facing bud or side branch within the crown.  In the 
landscape it is a fine specimen tree.  It is also amenable for 
planting in groups to form a screen border and withstands 
pruning into a hedge.  This native is suitable for wildlife 
plantings as well.  It tends to have many of the pest and 
disease problems found in its rose family relatives.  

Green Hawthorn is propagated by seed as most hawthorns 
tend to reproduce true by seed (5).  To plant your own 
scarify the seed with sulfuric acid and then cold stratify for 
5 months at about 40˚F.  It is also grafted by T-budding or 
root-grafting on seedlings of C. crusgalli, Cockspur Thorn.  
Transplanting should be done with very young plants, as 
hawthorn commonly develops a long taproot.  Air pruning 

of roots may help delay transplanting.    

    “Cleave to the Crown, though it hang on a bush,” is an old English proverb referring to Henry 
VII’s accession to the throne in 1485.  The crown of his predecessor, Richard III, slain in battle, 
had been found by a hawthorn bush and placed on Henry’s head.  Thereafter the hawthorn 
became one of Henry’s badges.  The hawthorn flower, praised by poets from Chaucer to 
Swinburne, blooms in spring in England, and the tree has become synonymous with the month in 
which this occurs.  In Normandy for years peasants put sprigs of hawthorn flowers in their caps 
to commemorate the belief that Christ’s crown of thorns was made from that tree.  Hawthorn 
berries have long been used in folk medicine for heart-related problems, high blood pressure and 
over-rapid heartbeat.  The fruit have also reportedly cured insomnia.  The hard wood of 
hawthorn has been used in making such articles as walking sticks and boxes (6).   
 
 Bibliography:                                                     
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3. Mark H. Brand.  Downloaded January 30, 2009.  University of Connecticut Plant 
Database of trees, shrubs and vines.  http://www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/c/cravir1.html 
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‘‘‘‘Gardens Gardens Gardens Gardens of the Mon’of the Mon’of the Mon’of the Mon’    
Tour is scheduled for June 27 

This summer the West Virginia Botanic 
Garden will once again be presenting the 
popular “Gardens of the Mon” self-guided 
tour of private gardens!  Attendees can visit 
some of the loveliest spots in the greater 
Morgantown area.  Tour visitors will gain 
lots of ideas about fascinating plants and 
attractive outdoor living spaces; the designs 
may even be used at other homes.  As 
always, we will be offering beautiful and 
unusual specimens at the plant sale, which 
will be located at one of the tour garden 
sites. 

Plan to join us at 10:00am - 4:00pm Saturday, June 27, 2009! 

Tickets will go on sale for $10 per person from mid-May to June 27 and for $12 on the day of the tour.  
Ticket sale locations will be announced in the next newsletter and on our website.  Earn a free ticket by 
volunteering!  Call Linda Bagby at 304-599-5676 or e-mail lbagby@wvbg.org for more information. 

 

Hazel Ruby McQuain Charitable Trust awards a grant to WVBG! 

The West Virginia Botanic Garden Board is delighted to announce that we have received a 
$20,000 from the Hazel Ruby McQuain Charitable Trust.  This award will allow us to proceed 
with the process of building our one-of-a-kind pavilion on the site!  The Trust’s donation could 
also help fund other design services for items such as an information kiosk, restroom building 
and expanded garden areas. 

To erect a unique structure like the pavilion, a detailed architectural design will be created; a 
structural analysis must be performed; and bid drawings and specifications need to be drafted.  
Once these are complete, we will be able to send a package out for bid so that prospective 
contractors can calculate what it will cost to build.  

We are extremely grateful for this generous gift!  It provides the means for us to complete 
essential actions toward our goals of developing an inspiring roofed assembly space at the 
Garden and of making progress toward future facilities. 
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Become a Friend!  Membership Has Its BenefitsBecome a Friend!  Membership Has Its BenefitsBecome a Friend!  Membership Has Its BenefitsBecome a Friend!  Membership Has Its Benefits:  

 INDIVIDUAL ($25)  discounts on Logo Items (caps, shirts, etc.), periodic WVBG newsletters, invitations to 
special Members Only activities, reduced prices for Special Events and special previews of 
Plant Sales 

 FAMILY ($50) the same opportunities that apply to an Individual but extended to the immediate family 
 CONTRIBUTOR ($100)  all of the above plus a Gift Item and Discounts at Participating Nurseries and Garden 

Centers 
 SPONSOR ($250)  all of the above plus a Second Gift Item of your choice 
 PATRON ($500)  all of the above plus a small group Free Private Tour of the WVBG. 
BENEFACTOR ($1,000) all of the above plus a Home Garden Consultation by the WVBG Executive Director. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
I would like to become a Friend of the Botanic Garden at the _________________ level and will make my 
check payable to the “West Virginia Botanic Garden.”   You may publish my name.  ___Yes   ___No. 
Name _________________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ _____State______ ZIP Code _____________ 
Telephone__________________________ ____E-mail ____________________________ 
  

Thank you for your generosity! 
-"----------------------------------------------------------------------------"--------------------------------------------------" 
 

The WVBG engages WVU students in a multitude of activities 

West Virginia University students and West Virginia Botanic Garden members have been working 
together for mutual benefits of both during many years.  A variety of WVU classes have visited the 
WVBG as part of their natural sciences’ course work.  Over time the scope of our involvement with 
students has broadened to include projects ranging from hands-on work at the Garden to drafting public 
relations materials.  The WVU Center for Civic Engagement has assigned many students to us.   

One such individual began the search for grant opportunities.  WVU students Sarah Brown, Shannon 
Gribbons, Derek Hansen, Michael Norman, Daniel Taylor, Shannon Venyon, Andrew Whittaker and 
Tyler Wylie were all involved in service projects with the WVBG in 2008.  Rob Curran and Anne 
Hochendoner were integral in the organization and presentation of our Member Appreciation Event last 
October.  Anne even secured our major door prize for the event:   a round of golf for four at Lakeview 
Resort.  

We are very grateful to four College of Business and Economics interns who spent the fall 2008 semester 
researching and producing a marketing plan for the WVBG.  Under the able direction of Dr. Paula Bone, 
Lindsey Uhrin, Ayla Nett, Nanjiba Hlemi and Nina Paparatto interviewed fundraising professionals to 
learn effective ways to raise the money needed to achieve our goals.  We received invaluable advice about 
how to develop a marketing strategy and about how we may be able to raise awareness of the WVBG in 
our community. 

The WVBG Board very much appreciates the effort and energy of all of these students.  We look forward 
to much more collaboration and to the valuable benefits that can result from our interaction.  
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Come Grow With Us!    

    
Garden Tour 2009!!!Garden Tour 2009!!!Garden Tour 2009!!!Garden Tour 2009!!! 

Saturday, June 27, 2009 
10 a.m.–4 p.m. (Rain or shine) 

 
Please let us know how you and your friends can help with this fundraiser.  Review the following 
choices; select what you would like to do; fill out this form; and send it to us at 714 Venture 
Drive, PMB #121, Morgantown, WV 26508-7308.  Call Linda Bagby at 304-599-5676 or e-mail 
lbagby@wvbg.org for more information. 
 
I/We can help with Planning_______, Ticket Sales_________,  
On-site Hospitality_______OR 
On-site Plant Information___________  
Name(s) _______________________________ 
Home Phone______________________ Cell Phone_________________ 
E-mail_______________________________ 
 

Thanks for working to make the 2009 Garden Tour the best yet! 

714 Venture Drive, PMB #121 
Morgantown, WV 26508-7308 
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